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Bill grew up in the Great Southern on a farm in Denbarker. After graduating as a Forester in 1975 and working in the Forests Dept of WA, Bill returned to the region in 1985 and began growing tree seedlings for landcare and plantation forestry projects.
Bandicoot Nursery near Mt Barker has grown to become a major seedling production nursery; an additional enterprise, Green Valley Nursery near Albany, grows wetland revegetation species. Bill is a Churchill Fellowship recipient (2005) and travelled the world studying forest rehabilitation projects using Casuarina trees. Bill participates in the following organisations: Rotary Club of Mt Barker, South Coast Natural Resource Management, Wilson Inlet Catchment Group, Oyster Harbour Catchment Group, Timber 2020, Water Corporation of WA Customer Advisory Council, Qantas Wine Show of WA committee, Australian Forest Growers, and from 2005 to 2009 was a Councillor and Deputy President of Plantagenet Shire.
Bill lives on a small farm near Narrikup with wife Liz, two dogs and lots of Guinea fowl. Their 3 children have left home but live locally. Hobbies include fine wine, fine food shared with good friends and singing with the Southern Right Males acappella choir.
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